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The last person I'd had quit was five months ago, and she left

on good terms after getting a college degree.

"T'here lr,as that guy who did the dishes before you hired
Brad. What was his name? He was named after some kind of
mineral or something-it was super weird."

"Quartz," I say. "It was a nickname." I haven't thought

about that guy in so long. I doubt he's holding a grudge

against me after all this time. I fired him right after r,r,e

opened because I found out he wasn't washing the dishes

unless he could actually see food on them. Glasses, plates,

silverware-anything that came back to the kitchen from a

table looking fairly clean, he'd just put it straight on the dry-

ing rack.

If I wouldn't have fired him, he would have gotten us

shut down by the health department.
"You should call the police," Darin says. "\{e'll have to

file a report for insurance."

Before I object, Brad appears at the back door, his shoes

crunching the broken glass beneath his feet. Brad has been

inside taking inventory in order to see if anything was stolen.

He scratches the stubble on his jaw. "They took the crou-

tons."

There's a confused pause.

"Did you say'croutons'?" Darin asks.

"Yeah. They took the whole thing of croutons that

\vere prepared last night. Nothing else seems to be missing,

though."

That u,asn't at all what I was expecting him to say. If
someone broke into a restaurant and didn't take appliances

or anything else of value, they probably broke in because
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they were hungry. I know thar

"I'm not reporting this."

Darin turns to me. "Whv r
"They might catch whoeve

"That's the point."

I grab an empty box out cr

ing up shards of glass. "I brok,

a turkey sandwich."

Brad and Darin are both r

clrunk?" Darin asks.

"No. I rvas hungry. I dor

stealing croutons."
"Okay, but maybe food rta

ther-come back for appliances

security carrera still brokeni"
He's been on me to get tl

"I'r'e been busy."

Darin takes the box of gla

rip the remaining pieces. ''\irr-r

ther-come back. Heck, ther nr

qan's tonight since Bib's u-as slr

"Corrigan's has working st

rt \\ as will vandalize mv nc\\ :

convenience, not a targetecl br t

"You hope," Darin sar-s.

I open my mouth to t-esp,

incoming text rnessage. I clon r

phone faster. When I see the I

little.

I ran into her this rnornin.
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It was the first time n,e've seen each other in a year and a
half, but she was late for work and I had just received the

text fi'om Darin informing me we had a break-in. \Ve parted

somewhat awkwardly on the promise that she would text me

once she got to work.

It's been an hour and a half since then, and I still haven't

heard from her. An hour and a half is nothing, but I can't

ignore the nagging in mv chest that's trying to convince me

she's having doubts about. everythine that was said between

us in that five-minute exchanse on the sidewalk.

I'm definitely not having doubts about what 1 said. I
might have gotten caught up in the moment-in seeing how

huppy she looked and finding out she's no longer married.

But I meant every lvord I said to her.

I'm ready for this. More tharr ready.

I pull up her contact info in my phone. I've wanted to

text her so rlany times over the last year and a half, but the

last time I spoke to her, I left the ball in her court. She had

so much going on, I didn't u,ant to complicate her life even

more.

She's single now, though, and she made it sound like

she was finally ready to sive whatever could be between us a

chance. However, she's had an hour and a half to think about

our conversation, and an hour and a half is plenty of time to

form regrets. Every minute that passes without a text is going

to feel like a whole damn day.

She's still listed as l,ily Kincaid in my phone, so I edit her

contact info and change her last name back to Bloom.

I feel Darin hovering, looking over my shoulder at my

phone screen. "Is that our Llly?"

1 | Colleen Iloover

Brad perks up. "He's tertir
"'Oln'Lily'?" I ask, conftisc
"Is she still married?" Dari

I shake my head.

"Good for her," he savs. "Sr

did she end up having? A bor r

I don't \trant to discuss Li
discuss yet. I don't want to rna

be. ",4. girl, and that's the last qu

on Brad. "Theo coming in tod:
"It's Thursday. He'll be her

I head inside the resranrar

riith anyone, it'll be Theo.
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Chapter Two

My hands are still shaking, even though it's been almost two

hours since I ran into Atlas. I can't tell if I'm shaking be-

cause I'm flustered or because I've been too busy to eat since

I walked in the door. I've barely had five seconds of peace

to pr-ocess what happened this morning, much less eat the

breakfast I brousht with rne.

Did that actually ju.st hnppen? Did I realLy ask Atlas a series of

questiorts so aukward, I'll be mortifi,ed weLl into next year?

He didn't seem awkward, though. He seemed very happy

to see me, and then when he hugged me, it felt like a part of
me that had been dormant suddenly sprang to lifb.

But this is the first moment I've had to even take a

bathroom break, and after looking at myself in the mirror
just now, I kind of 'w,ant to cry. I'tn splotchy, I have carrots

smeared across my shirt, my nail polish has been chipped

since, like, Januar1,.

Not that Atlas expects or- wants perfection. It's just that

I've imagined running into him so many times, but not one

of those fantasies starred me bumping into him in the mid-

dle of a hectic morning, half an hour after being the target of

an eleven-month-old with a handful of baby,food.

He looked so good. He smelled so good.

I probably smell like breast ni 
'

I'm so rattled by n hat our c

it took me twice as long to or,qa

ery driver this morning. I har t

for new orders today. I gir-e m'

ror, but all I see is an exhauster

I make my way out of the b

ister. I pull an order from the 1

the card. My mind has never bt

tion, so I'm glad it's been a bus,

The order is for a bouquer

Clreta from someone named J,

I'rrt sorry about last night. Forgi-.,

I groan. Apology flol-ers

bouquets to assemble. I alrrals

thel"re apologizing for. Did hc

home late? Did they fight?

Did he hit her?

Sometimes I want to rr rirr
mestic violence shelter on the

mvself that not every apolot,,

au-ful as the things that rr'err

used to receive. Maybe Jor-rath
tn-ing to cheer her up. NIar bc ]

a prank a little too far.

Whatever the reason fbr tI
something good. I tuck the c;ir

it into the bouquet of roses I .

and am pulling up the nexr ur -

I lunge for my phone as if rl:
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and I only have three seconds to read it. I shrink when I look

at the screen. It's not from Atlas, but rather from Ryle.

Can she eat French fries?

I shoot a quick response. Soft ones.

I drop my phone onto the counter with a thud. I don't

like for her to have French fries too often, but Ryle only has

her one to two days a week, so I try to make sure she gets

more nutritious foods when she's with me.

It was nice not thinking about Ryle for a few minutes, but

his text has reminded me that he exists. And as long as he

exists, I fear that any type of relationship, or even a friend-

ship between me and Atlas. cant't exrst. How will Ryle take it
if I start seeing Atlas? How would he act if they ever had to

be around each other?

Maybe I'm getting ahead of myself.

I stare at my phone, wondering rvhat I should say to

Atlas. I told him l would text him after I opened the store,

but customers were rvaiting before I even unlocked the door.

And non that Ryle has texted, I've gone and remembered

Ryle exists in this scenario, too, which makes me hesitant to

text Atlas at all.

The front door opens, and my employee Lucy finally
walks in. She always seems so put-together, even when I can

tell she's in a bad mood.

"Good morning, Lucy."

She flicks hair out of her eyes and sets her purse on the

counter with a sigh. "Is it?"

Lucy isn't at her friendliest in the morning. It's why my

other employee Serena or I usually work the register until at

least eleven, while Lucy puts arrangements together in the

8 I Colleen lloover

back. She's much better w,ith crr'

coffee.

"I just found out our place

they were discontinued, and it's
rredding is in less than a montlt "

So much has gone wrong le

have half a mind to tell her nor t,

not superstitious. Hopefully she

"Homemade place cards are

Lucy rolls her eyes. "I hate cr

e\ en \,vant a wedding now. It feel

tr-rr longer than we even dated." fi
.all it off and go to Vegas. \bu elc,

I don't know which part of a

:.1n vou hate crafting? You rr or,

-1ir or-ced; of course I regret elopi
,t'orders I haven't gotten to \ er

Lucy goes to the back and st:

-,nd I go back to thinking abour

.cddon, which is what the nicr

,.rne time feels like.

I have no idea how this is er
:rncl I ran into each other. it r' a,

.1-,\ a\', including Ryle. But florr R,,

.nro my thoughts. Not in rhe r,,

,ccupy my mind, but more in :r

;rlock. My love life has finalh'bcc
rLrllrps or curves, basicallr- beca,

. ell or.,er a year and a half, bur n

.nq but rough terrain and obstac
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